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Bibliogov, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand New
Book ***** Print on Demand *****.In early 2001, an eight-month conflict between ethnic Albanian insurgent
forces and Macedonian police and security forces threatened to derail the country s fragile stability and lead to
another extended conflict in the Balkans. Later that year, U.S. and European intervention led to the signing of
the Ohrid Framework Agreement, which outlined a package of political reforms to expand the rights of the
ethnic Albanian minority while rebel forces were disarmed and disbanded under NATO supervision. Macedonia
s current multi-ethnic government remains committed to the Ohrid process and seeks eventual membership in
NATO and the European Union. Prospects for economic development remain modest and compromised by
organized criminal activity. Some extremist political sentiment, mainly among opposition parties, point to
ongoing risks to security and stability. However, an oppositionsponsored referendum on November 7, 2004,
intended to halt plans for decentralization and local governmental reforms called for under the Ohrid accords,
failed due to low turnout. The unresolved status of neighboring Kosovo has aIected perceptions of regional
stability and any final outcome of the status issue in Kosovo is likely to have significant consequences for
Macedonia. The United States continues to support multilateral eIorts to stabilize Macedonia, but has
increasingly looked to the European .
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