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Original publisher: Carlisle, Pa. : Strategic Studies Institute, U. S. Army War College, 2009 OCLC Number:
(OCoL(C)422938129 Subject: Afghan War, 2001- Excerpt: . .. imaging cannot serve as an adequate basis for policy
or strategy, especially as it finds no basis in what Russian leaders do or say. Russia does seek cooperation on
Afghanistan, but only after ensuring that its imperial requirements - which can only promote greater insta-27
bility across the region - come first. As General Charles Callwell ( Victorian Englands leading theorist of small
wars ) wrote, theory cannot be accepted as conclusive when practice points the 28 other way. Indeed, it appears
that for all its talk of cooperation, Moscow actually fears that the United States and NATO are losing and
therefore seeks a hedge against that outcome. Thus when President Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan, sensing the
loss of support for him in Washington, approached Moscow about arms sales to Afghanistan, Russia replied
affirmatively but stipulated that there must first be a prior political agreement between the two governments
and that NATO and Russia must resume their dialogue broken 29 during the war with Georgia. In other words,
Moscows interests, not surprisingly, take precedence over fighting terrorism. What an agreement with the
Karzai government and the Obama administration about Afghanistan might mean was hinted at by Sergei
Rogov, director of the prestigious and well-connected Institute for the Study of the USA and Canada in Moscow.
Speaking in Washington on January 13, 2009, he stated: The only way to achieve some stabilization of the
situation in Afghanistan is to invite Russia to join the IFOR ( International Forces there more commonly known
as ISAF - author ). Russia should accept responsibility for...
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