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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Decennial Publications, Vol. 7: On the Text of
Chaucer s Parlement of Foules In the Globe edition of Chaucer s works, published by The Macmillan Company in
1898, and edited by A. W. Pollard, M. H. Liddell, and others, the Parlement of Foules is, with the other minor
poems, supervised by Mr. H. F. Heath. In his brief introduction to the poem Mr. Heath prints the genealogical
tree of most of the manuscripts as it was indicated by Koch in Anglia, IV, Anz., p. 97, remarking that he agrees
with Koch in its construction. The diagram is as follows: But a minute collation of the entire text of the
Parlement of Foules will, it seems to me, lead a student to several conclusions: (1) that the above genealogy
must be modified in detail; (2) that, even were it accepted, some of the readings elected by Mr. Heath are
unjustified; (3) that, if the results here arrived at be correct, the discussion of Chaucerian metre must be
reopened. These conclusions | shall examine in full below. Examples of the second point may be given at once:
e.g., in line 65, of the two main (and four secondary) groups as drawn out by Mr. Heath, one main and an
opposed secondary group read or indicate And was sumdel ful of harde grace, the other sub-group having,
plainly by alteration in its own immediate source, the reading And ful of turment and of harde grace. This
latter, adopted by Mr. Heath into a nominally critical text, cannot be supported on the manuscript evidence.
Other examples of modification necessary to a critical text are much less radical; indeed,...
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