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Language: English Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Principles of Political Economy In
presenting to the American public an edition of Mr. Atkinson s work elucidating the fundamental principles of
Political Economy, the Editor is impelled to accompany it by a brief introductory essay, bearing on the progress
and present condition of the Science herein illustrated. Hasty and immethodical as the multiplicity and
unceasing exaction of his cares and duties as Editor of a Daily Journal must render it, he trusts it will be found
not without pertinence to the matter, nor unworthy of the consideration of the public. Political Economy is
among the latest born of the Sciences. Mainly intent on the horrid game of War, with its various reverses and
only less ruinous successes, it is but yesterday that the rulers of the world discovered that they had any duty to
perform toward Industry, other than to interrupt its processes by their insane contentions, to devastate its
fields, and ultimately to consume its fruits. And when the truth did pierce through their scarcely pervious skulls,
it came distorted and perverted by the resistance it had met, by selfish and sinister influences, so that it had
parted with all its vitality, and was blended with and hardly distinguishable from error. When it began to be
dimly discerned that Government had a legitimate duty to perform toward Industry - that the latter might be
cherished, improved, extended by the action of the former - legislators at once jumped to the conclusion that
all possible legislation upon and interference with Industry must be beneficial. A Frederick the Great finds by
experience that the introduction of new arts and industrial processes into his dominions...
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