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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1838 Excerpt: .The ancients had no clocks or watches like ours; but they had some
contrivances to find out how time passed: as by cups with very small holes in the bottom, which being put to
float in a vessel of water would sink in a certain space of time; or by burning long candles, or other methods.
The first mention of hours is Dan. iii. 6, 15; and, as the Jews were then captives in Babylon, it is probable they
learned this division of time from the Chaldeans, who were great astronomers. The hours were counted from
six in the morning to six in the evening; consequently the third hour was our nine in the morning, the ninth hour
was our three in the afternoon; see Matt. xx. 8, 5, 6, 9; and many other texts are explained by this. The night was
at first divided into three parts, called watches; see Lam. ii. 19; Judg. vii. 19; Exod. xiv. 24. These divisions would
be longest in winter, and we may suppose how ardently the morning light would be desired by those who
watched during a long severe winter night, Psa. cxxx. 6. In the time of our Saviour, the night was divided into
four watches; see Mark xiii. 35. The two evenings, Exod. xii. 6, margin, was the time between three and five. The
paschal lamb was sacrificed at that time. Our blessed Lord, who was represented by the Lamb, expired at three,
and was taken...
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